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9/17/13:  EPA comments on 8/26/13 proposed workplan pursuant to EPA’s 6/28/13 CAA Section 114 Information Request

Appendix B, Sections 7 & 8. Wind Roses



Please submit the wind rose information to EPA by September 30, 2013.



Appendix B, Section 9. Dispersion Modeling



EPA finds acceptable Wedron’s proposal to forego the use of dispersion modeling to determine appropriate siting of monitors. Instead, monitors will be sited according to the requirements of 40 CFR Part 58 Appendix E and consideration of electrical power availability, security and accessibility of the monitoring location, and monitoring objectives. Wedron shall include a statement in the workplan that the monitor sites will be mutually agreed upon by Wedron and EPA.



Appendix B, Sections 10 & 11. Monitor Siting



EPA agrees to Wedron’s proposal of installing monitors at two locations rather than three. The first proposed location, on the north side of the facility in the area in front of the office building and immediately south of the residential community on North 3458th Road, is generally acceptable, subject to further detailed discussion and mutual agreement between EPA and Wedron. 



However, Wedron’s second proposed location is not sufficient to achieve the objectives of the requested monitoring study.  Wedron shall modify the proposed workplan to select a monitoring location upwind of the facilities.  Wedron shall also modify the proposed workplan to accurately state the purpose of the monitor siting and studies is to determine background air quality measurements in order to assess the Wedron facilities’ contribution to PM and silica concentrations in ambient air where citizens have expressed air quality and health concerns. 



Appendix B, Section 12. Ambient Monitors



EPA accepts Wedron’s proposal to forego monitoring for PM2.5. EPA does not approve Wedron’s proposed PM10 Monitoring, Selection, and Operation.  Rather, the configuration of monitoring equipment identified below is necessary to determine Wedron’s impact on ambient air quality in accordance with the Clean Air Act.  Wedron shall modify its proposal to include the following parameters:



· Wedron will install two continuous PM10 monitors – one at the downwind and one at the upwind locations. Installation, operation, and maintenance will be conducted in accordance with paragraph 12 of EPA’s information request.  



· Wedron will collect filter samples by installing two dichotomous samplers – one at each of the monitoring sites. The monitors will collect PM10 and PM4 particles on separate filters.  Sampling frequency will be determined by establishing a threshold level of PM emissions that will be determined after three weeks of continuous PM monitoring is completed. EPA will review the continuous PM data and determine the appropriate threshold level for the filter monitors to collect samples. The monitor will be set to collect a sample for a 24-hour period when this threshold level is reached. EPA anticipates setting the PM threshold levels (separate levels for each monitor) to result in sampling occurring approximately every third day. Filters will be archived until the six-month sampling period is complete. Then up to 60 filters (of each PM10 and PM4 for each monitor) will then be sent for analysis of silica content to obtain a mass silica concentration (ug/m3).  EPA will select the filters to be analyzed and requests that split samples be provided to EPA if technically feasible. 



Appendix B, Section 13. Monitoring Period



A monitoring period of six months is acceptable, as proposed in Wedron’s Workplan and EPA’s request for information.



Appendix B, Section 14-18. Meteorological Tower



EPA finds acceptable Wedron’s proposal to install meteorological instruments at each of the two monitoring locations. The calibration and maintenance procedures described in the Workplan are also acceptable.



Appendix B, Sections 19-22. Quality Assurance Plan, Access, Daily Logs, Reports



Wedron’s proposals in its Workplan for these sections are acceptable to EPA.


